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ABSTRACT

The tough competition in television industry obliged the television station
managements to maximize their creative and innovative powers in choosing and
producing their show programs. Private television stationswhich failed to choose
and produce attractive programs for their audiences will be surely facing
bankruptcy.

One of the most phenomenal television shows is ‘Golden Ways’ talk show
broadcasted in Metro TV. Thisyear ‘Golden Ways’iscelebrating its fifth year on
television. Mario Teguh, the star of the show, claimed that “Golden Ways’ is the
oldestmotivationaltalk show program inthe world.

The objective of this research isto acknowledge the public interpretation
towards ‘Golden Ways’ program. Thisisa qualitativeresearchby using reception
analysis approach. The theory used is active public theory and Stuart Hall’s
encoding-decoding model. The choosing of informants is done through purposive
sampling, while data collection is performed through deep interviews,
observationsand literature studies.

The resultofthisresearch shows thatinformantsare active ininterpreting
‘Golden Ways'talk show, thatthey show various interpretations.The informant’s
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personal character factor truly affects the interpretation towards the meanings
offered by “Golden Ways'.Hard worker type informants with strong willingnessto
move forward are included in dominant - hegemonic interpretation. They
interpret‘Golden Ways’inaccordance with the meaning offered by MetroTV. T

Meanwhile, hard worker type informants with strong willingness to move
forward but critical are included in the negotiation interpreting category. They
accept some of the meanings offered by ‘Golden Ways’ but reject some other
meanings.

Informants with communication obstacles are included in oppositional
interpretation category. They are having difficulties in understanding Mario
Teguh’s words and sentences, therefore their interpretation towards ‘Golden
Ways meaningsisnotinaccordance with the meanings offered by Metro TV.
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